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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


Mr. Editor—Mr. Thomas Belsham, of London, 
has lately published, in four vols. vo. * The Epis- 
tles of Paul the apostle, translated with an Exposi- 
tion and notes.” Mr. Belsham ranked for many 
years among the followers of John Calvin ; he suc- 
ceeded Dr. Doddridge as Professor of Divinity in 
the Calvinistic college at Daventry. Happily for 
himself, and for the cause of Christian truth, he got 
rid of the horrid system of Calvin, and has for sev- 
eral years been an able and successful advocate of 
Unitarian Universalism. 

Since his change in sentiment, he has 
His principal works 


been 
much engaged in controversy. 
are—* Elements of the Philosophy of the Human 
Mind—Summary View of the Evidence of Chris 

tianity—Calm Inquiry into the Scripture Doctrine 
concerning the person of Christ—Memoirs ot Lind- 
sey,’ &c. The following are his remarks on the 
present work.—* It is after mature consideration 
that the author has adopted that theory of interpre- 
tation of the Epistles of Paul, which was first sug- 
gested by Mr. Locke, and afterwards amplified, 
confirmed, and illustrated by the late learned Dr. 
John Taylor, of Norwich, in his celebrated Key to 
the Apostolic writings, prefixed to his Paraphrase 
on the Epistle to the Romans. The general prin- 
ciple of which theory is, that the children of Israel 
who had been formerly the chosen people of God, 
having been cast off by him, because of their great 
wickedness, and particularly for their rejection of 
the Messiah, believers in Christ, whether Jews or 
Gentiles, are now admitted into the same relation 
to the Deity which the Israelites once held; and 
those terms which: were formerly applied to the state 
and privileges ot the Israelites, are now used to ex- 
press the state and privileges of Cliristian believers. 
For example—The Israelites having been selected 
by God from all other nations, to be his peculiar 
people, are for that reason said to be chosen or elect- 
ed. Being placed in a new state of moral existence, 
they are said to be created. Being separated from 
the rest of mankind for the service and worship of 
the true God, they are consecrated or holy. Having 
formerly been heathen idolaters, they were then 
aliens and enemies ; being become worshippers of 
the true God, they are reconciled and friends. Hav- 
ing been promised an inheritance in Canaan, they 
are made sons and children of God. Having been 
recovered from the bondage of Egypt, they are re- 
deemed, delivered, purchased. Having been put 
into possession of Canaan, and favoured with a di- 
vine institute, they are the servants and subjects of 





God, in covenant with him, and bound by their al- 
legiance to him. 

“ On the other hand, God is represented as sus- 
taining the correspondent relations of a Creator, 
Redeemer, Saviour, Father, Sovereign, Judge, a 
reconciled God, and a God in covenant. He re- 
quires homage, worship, love, confidence, unlimited 
obedience to his laws and statutes, and, above all 
things, that they should abstaiw from idolatry. 
And upon these conditions, he promises to be their 
protector and friend, to defend them from their 
enemies, and to continue them in possession of the 
land of Canaan, and of al! the privileges and bless- 
ings they enjoy. But, on the contrary, if they vio- 
late the covenant, :f they disobey the law, if they 
reject his authority, if they swerve into idolatry, he 
also threatens to disown them as his peopie, to cast 
them out of covenant, to visit thein with judgmerts, 
to expel them trom the land of Canaan and to de- 
liver them over to their enemies. Now this lan- 
guage applied not so much to the moral conduct, 
and to the personal character of the Israelites, as to 
their eternal state, as a Community separated by a 
peculiar ritual from the rest of the world, conse- 
crated to the service of God, and the main design 
of which was, to support in the world a standing 
memorial and testimony against’ idolatry. But the 
apostle teaches, that the Jews having rejected Jesus 
as the messiah, are therefore themselves as a com- 
munity rejected by God, they are no longer a holy 
and peculiar people ; they are cast out of covenant ; 
and ina rational view, they stand upon the same 
footing as the Gentile world. 

“ He farther teaches, that Jesus of Nazareth who 
was crucified and who rose again, is the true Mes- 
siah promised by the prophets, the mediator of a 
new and better covenant. That Jews and Gentiles 
are alike invited to enter into its e»7agements, and 
to accept its blessings; and that all who believe in 
Jesus as the Messiah, and who enter themselves as 
members of that community of which he is the head, 
are introduced into the same state of grace and 
privilege in which Israel formerly stood, and are en- 
titled to the same honourable distinctions. Believ- 
ers in Christ are acknowledged as the spiritual Is- 
rael, the true people of God, his servants, his child- 
ren; they are chosen, holy, redeemed, called and 
saved ; having once been enemies, they are now re- 
conciled, they are new created, new born; God is 
their Creator, their Redeemer, their Governor, their 
Father ; they are translated out of darkness into 
light, and from the kingdom of Satan, a state of 
idolatry, into that of God’s dear Son, the Christian 
eommunity, they become fellow citizens with the 
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saints, heirs of the promise, and of the household of 
God. All these high aud honourable titles are ap- 
plied to them in consequence of their having be- 
come members of the Christian community, aad do 


not generally express moral character, so much as 
an eternal state; a state of privilege and | rofession, 
which if they duly improve, they shall obtain the 
promised blessings; they shail at the appointed 
season be raised from the grave to a new and end- 
less life; and when Christ who is their life shall 
appear, they also shall appear with him in glory. 

“He who reads the Epistles of Paul with atten- 
tion, will plainly see that this is the general meaning 
of his language ; without this clue it will be almost 
impossible to understand his admirable writings; 
with it, there are few passages which do not admit 
a simple and easy interpretation ; or, to say the least, 
the judicious application of this principle elucidates 
many passages which would otherwise be involved 
in inextricable difficulty.” 

Such are the views of Mr. Belsham, after years 
of patient and intense study of the writings of the 
great apostle to the Gentiles. QO late years we 
have had several excellent translations of the New 
Testament, by the editors of the improved version, 
Scarlet, Wakefield, Kneeland, &c. I think it would 
be very desirable to have a correct version of the 
Old, leaving out that worthless production called 
the Song of Solomon, which as far as I can judge, 
does not contain either moral or religious instruc- 
tion. Professor Wellbeloved, of the Unitarian col- 
lege, York, began publishing a version of the Old 
and New Testaments, on the basis of the public 
version. It was to be comprised in 12 parts 4to. 
price 10s. 6d.each. How far he has proceeded with 
the work | know not, but considering the talents of 
Mr. Wellbeloved, and his freedom from the shac- 
kles of creeds, much light may be expected from 
his translation and exposition. 

Yours, &c. 
—<=>—. 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
SENECA MISSION. 

The unfortunate schisms which have prevailed 
among the Seneca Indians relative to the Christian 
Missionary Establishment upon the Buffalo reser- 
vation, has finally resulted in the ;emoval of the 
Rev. Mr. Harris, by the order of Judge Camp, 
which order was made in pursuance of the statute of 
1821, to prohibit the residence of white people upon 
Indian lands. 

Tn 1822, a bill was introduced into the senate of 
this state, providing for the residence of school 
teachers, and ministers of the gospel, among the 
Indians, which that body refused to santtion, by a 
very iarge majority. 

Sirange notions are entertained, and no doubt 
unfounded representations have gone abroad, rela- 
tiye to the improvement of the nations, and to their 
views of our holy religion. I confess there is the 
appearance of barbarism, in refusing an inoffensive 
preacher of the gospel a residence among the hea- 
then of our land; the fault, however, is in the ma- 
kers of the law, and cannot be imputed to those 
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en 
whose duty it is to see it faithfully and impartially ex- 
ecuted. How far the Indians have been benefited by 
the influence and labours of missionary societies, | 
do not pretend to say. But if experience is worth 
any thing, if we are warranted in drawing a single 
inference as to what will take place, from what has 
transpired since the days of the apostles; if from 
the same facts the same results are to be expected, 
and if from similar causes we are to look for similar 
effects, the conclusion is irresistible, that agricul- 
ture and mechanical industry will walk hand in 
hand with civilization ; and that they, together with 
national independence, constitute the grand pillars 
of moral and inteilectual improvement. 

The North American savages are totally depend- 
ent, and those situated in the neighbourhood of 
white people are constantly diminishing in num- 
Many of the most powerful tribes have be- 
come extinct. The remaining oues have imbibed 
most of our vices, with few of our virtues, and all 


bers. 


have uniformly retreated before the advance of civi- 
lization. With a few solitary exceptions, their en- 
terprise is limited to their immediate wants. With 
these people wealth has no charms, and if any thing 
like ambition has been discovered among them, it is 
in the anxiety which they disclose to preserve their 
name, habits and character, as a separate people. 
Let the Indians be incorporated into civilized 
society, let there be extended to them all the rights 
and privileges of citizenship, and it would no doubt 
open a field of enterprise, in which the talents of 
individuals would be properly estimated, and in 
which intelligence, wealth and industry, would soon 
dissipate the charms of a savage life. But the dis- 
tinctions which always have been, and no donbt 
always will be, recognized between the crippled 
and degraded descendants of the ancient lords ot 
the soil, and the children of their conquerors, ren- 
der it impossible to arrest the decline of the former, 
who even at this time may well be said to be upon 
the very confines of political annihilation. Their 
natural spirit is broken, and even the name of 
warrior, Which formerly seemed to concentrate all 
the pride and affections of the North American bar- 
barians, has lost its influence among every tribe or 
nation which is located within the limits, or even 
knowledge of civilization. Politically, they look 
for nothing above the level of unconditional sub- 
mission. Under these circumstances, no man can 
rationally look tor religious improvement, or moral 
reiormation. 

The mysteries of our religion they are incapable 
of understanding, and it is but a few days since the 
celebrated Red Jacket gave a striking illustration 
of this truth, in speaking of what our ministers had 
related of the crucifixion of our Saviour. He said, 
“T have reflected a great deal upon the subject, for 
a great many years, and thus far have not been able 
to see how the Indians had any thing to do in that 
transaction, or how they can be effected by it. The 
Great Spirit which the Indians worship, cannot be 
killed, and I cannot see how the Great Spirit (or 
God) of the white people, could have been hung 
upon a tree.” 
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Here then is proof conclusive, that this great | 
man, who has for more than forty years been the 
most distinguished of all the unlettered sons of the 
forest, for the acute discrimination and brilliancy 
of his reasoning powers, is not only ignorant of the 
doctrine of salvation through the merits of the Re- 
deemer, but is totally incapable of comprehending 
it. The converted among the heathen, if such can 
be found, know as little of the Gospel as they do of 
the Alcoran. Whatever is explained to them, is 
almost universally through the medium of inter- 
preters who can neither read nor write. 

That some of them profess to be believers, is no 
doubt true, and it is equally true, that the same 
would as readily believe the fabrications of Mun- 
chausen, from the mouths of thei teachers, as they 
would the doctrines of Paul. They are not suffi- 
ciently enlightened to have any just conceptions of 
the Divinity. For the last twenty years, the people 
of this section of the state, have seen all the benefits, 
ifany, resulting from the ditierent missionary esta- 
blishments among the tribes composing, what is 
usually termed, the Six Nations. So far as my ex- 
perience extends, heart burnings and jealousies, 
have been introduced among them, by an officious 
intermeddling with a religion which has been riveted 
upon their minds by the influence ofintellectual dark- 
ness and degradation. The religion of these people is 
better suited to their condition than what is generally 
supposed ; and I believe no part of their creed em- 
braces a principle more absurd than the doctrine of 
endless damnation, or the declared will of God from 
all eternity, to save one portion of his creatures, 
and to destroy another. CONSISTENCY. 


—~<+_>>— 


FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Newark, Jugust 25th, 1823. 
Drar NepHew, 

You will recollect that you sometime ago called 
at our house, and you and I had some conversation 
respecting the doctrine of Universal Salvation, when 
I told you, that I could never be brought to believe 
in that doctrine, until I believed that the Scriptures 
were not true ; but I was not then prepared to point 
out but few of the particular passages of scripture 
which I then conceived, and still conceive, must be 
false, if your favourite doctrine is true. IT have since 
that time selected a number, out of a far greater 
number of scriptures, which I think altogether dis- 
proves the doctrine in question. I have confined 
my selection to the New Testament ; a catalogue of 
which I now think proper to send you, and I wish 
you to turn to them in your Bible, and carefully 
read them over and over again, and if you are not 
then convinced, I shall conclude that you would not 
be convinced if one should rise and go to you from 
the dead. The catalogue follows : 

Matt. v. 20, 22, 25, 26, 29, and 30. vi. 15. vii. 
13, 14, 19, 21, 22, 23, 26, and 27. viii. 11 and 12. 
x. 33. xii. 31, 32, &c. xiii. 38 to 43, and 47 to 
52. xvi. 26, &c. xviii. 3, &c. xix. 16, &e. xx. 
16. xxii. 1to 14. xxiii. 33. xxiv. 24, &c. xx. 10, &c. 
46.—Mark viii. 34 to 38. ix. 43to 48. x.15. xiv. 21. 


17 to 27. John iii. 3, and 36. v. 28, 29. viii. 21, 
24 ix. 4. Xvii. 12.—Acts xv. first 29 verses.— 
Rom. ii. first 12 verses.—1 Cor. i. 18. vi. 9, 10.— 
2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. iv. 3,4. v.10, 11. xi. 13, 14, 
15.—Gal. i. 8,9. v. 21.—Ephes. v. 5, 6.—2 Thess. 
i.5to 9. ii. first 12 verses.—Heb. xii. 14, 25.— 
2 Peter 2d and 3d chapters throughout.—1 John v. 
16, 17.—Jude 5, 6, 7, 15.—Rev. xiv. 10, 11. xvi. 
9,10,11. xx. 12to 15. xxii. 17, 18, and 19. 
Now, my dear Nephew, you have my selections 
before you, and I wish you to turn to them one af- 
ter another, as they are placed in rotation, and read 
them carefully with a spirit of prayer; and T pray 
God that both you and I may be enlightened so that 
we may understand and believe his word and prac- 
tise accordingly. I shall make a few remarks on 
some of the texts which I have selected. You will 
notice, that a large proportion of them are from ei- 
ther Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John, which all, with 
I believe a single exception, recorded by them as 
the express words of their Master, who is by way 
of eminence, with great propriety, styled “The 
true and faithful Witness,” therefore, we must place 
implicit confidence in what he hath said. Well, 
what hath he said? Why, he has said, “ Except 
your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees ye shall in no case en- 
ter into the kingdom of Heaven.” Now, if Christ 
did not intend by those words to declare, that such 
as have not a better righteousness than the scribes 
and Pharisees shall never enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven, pray tell me what he did intend, for bis 
words must have a meaning ? 

I shall now pass on to what our blessed Saviour 
said, respecting the wide gate and broad way, and 
the strait gate and narrow way. You will find his 
words Matt. vii. 13, 14. But if your doctrine is 
true, his words in this passage cannot be correct. 
No! ifall men will finally be saved, he ought to have 
said, and undoubtedly would have said, something 
to the following efiect—* Wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, which leadeth unto everlasting 
life, and all the sons and daughters of Adam shall 
finally go in thereat:” and he would never have ut- 
tered the words which respect the gate and the way 
which leadeth to destruction ; for, if all goto Heaven, 
I conceive there can be no gate nor any way leading 
to destruction. Perhaps you will say, there is a 
place of destruction, but it is not endless. To an- 
swer this, I will remind you, that in several other 
texts, which will of course fall under your notice, 
Hell is descrived by the Faithful and true Witness, 
as a place of everlasting burning. A place, where 
their worm dieth not; and a fire that never shall be 
quenched. And, furthermore, this same true and 
Faithful Witness, who is also the Judge, says, that 
the “ wicked shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment ; and I cannot conceive of any terms that he 
could have used more forcibly to express the end- 
less duration of their punishinent, than what he has 
used, viz. “ where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched.” (Concluded in our next.) 


REMARKS. 





xvi. 16.—Luke xiii. 23 to 28. xvi. 19 to 31. xviii. 


The above letter was written by an old gentle- 
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man to his nephew, (both residing in the state of 


New-Jersey,) dissuading him from believing in the 
salvation of God for a lost world. It is now pub- 
lished at the request of the parties. The uncle isa 
Calvinist. He very properly remaiked, in conver- 
sation with his nephew, that bis quotations were too 
numerous to expect an examination of them in this 
paper; but he wishes some reply to his objections. 
This shall be done. We shall also accommodate 
this gentleman with a brief abstract of his creed, 
and avery few quotations for his consideration ; 
having done this, we are very much mistaken if his 
mind is not more engaged in extricating his own 
system from difficulty, than in attempts to confound 
the opinions of others. 

This Calvinistic gentleman, whom we shall call 
Mr. M., says of Christ, that “he is styled ‘the trne 
and faithful witness,’ therefore we must place im- 
plicit confidence in what he hath said.” He then 
interrogates—* What hath he said? Why, he hath 
said, ‘Except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.’” 
He, therefore, concludes, that they shall never enter 
into the kingdom ot heaven. Mr. M. will please to 
remember, that Paul, at the time this declaration 


was made, was a Pharisee; and known as Saul of 


Tarsus. Therefore, Saul’s righteousness, ascording 
to Mr. M.’s conclusion, was the seal of his endless 
ruin. But Saul entered into the kingdom of hea- 
ven, when his righteousness (or mercy) increased. 
The Pharisees justified themselves, and eondemned 
others. No man will enter the kingdom with this 
disposition. See Heb. viii. 8-12. 
Mr. M. next introduces Matt. .vii. 13, 14, and 
argues, that if all shall finally be saved, Christ ought 
to have said, Broad is the way that leadeth unto 
everlasting life, and all, &c. shall going &c. We 
ask Mr. M. to remember, dat “ Christ is the ray, 
the truth, and the life.” He, and he alone, leads 
unto life. There are comparatively few that find 
him, while many find the broad way of Calvin, 
Hopkins, and Arminius. 
sent tense. 


Christ speaks in the pre- 
He does not say, of the “strait gate,” 
that the largest portion of mankind shall for ever 
be excluded from it. He asserts a truth; namely, 

Mankind cannot find 
But the blind eyes shall 
be opened. (See Isa. xlii. 5-16. xxv. 6-8. xxviii. 
14-18) If Air. M. wili admit that Christ is th 
“ strait gate,” and believe Paul's testiinony, (Eph. i. 
9, 10.) he will find no diifieulty in arriving at the 
conclusion, that all men will be brought to the 
“strait gate,” and made the recipients of God's 
boundless mercy. 


“few there be that find it.” 
it, because they are blind. 


Mr. M. considers the destruction spoken of, to be 
hell, and also to be endless. He declares, “hell is 
described oy the faithful and true Witness, as a 
place of everlasting burning. A place where their 
worn dieth not; and asa fire that never shall be 
quenched.” We regret that Mr. M. does not name 
the chapter and verse, where the faithful witness 
makes these declarations. This, however, he can- 


not do. We inform Mr. M. that if he makes hell 





a place, it is a valley contiguous to Jerusalem. If 
a state, it is darkness of the mind. But, whether 
a state or place, it must be confined to this life. 
The words ‘ never shall be,’ coupled with * quenched, 
are found in the English New Testament, Mark ix, 
44,45; but they are nowhere to be found in the 
original Greek. The public is indebted to the 
the book, alteration and 
amendment of the declaration of Christ. There- 
fore, we ask Mr. M., when he speaks of the “ faith- 


’ 


translators of for this 


ful and true witness,” whether he means Christ, or 


the translators? It therefore appears that Mi. M. 
is altogether mistaken, and is himself the subject of 
gross deception. 

That mankind are destroyed in a qualified and 
proper sense, the Seriptures abundantly testify. 
Psa. xe. 


3. “ Thou turnest man to destruction; and 
savest, Return [irom destruction] ye children of 
David says, Psa. Ixxxvi. 13. “ Great is thy 
mercy toward me; and thou hast delivered my 
soul from the lowest hell.” In Psa. ciii. 4, the pro- 


phet blesses God, “who redeemeth thy life from 


” 
men. 


destruction.” Destruction is a blessing ; for we read, 
Ezek. xxv. 7. “I will destroy thee, and thou shalt 
know that I am the Lord.” Christ says, it is life to 
know God, &c. Hosea xiii. 9, we read, “ O Israel, 
thou hast destroyed thyself, but in me ts thy help.” 
It appears God will help those that are destroyed, 
And 
we are assured his word shall not return unto him 
void. (Isa. lv.) 

Mr. M. also declares, of the “ true Witness, who 
is also the Judge, that he says, ‘ the wicked shall go 
away into everlasling punishment.’” Christ does 
not say the wicked shall go away, &c. but the goats, 
&e. (We should be pleased to see the words of the 
“true Witness” in preference to any substitute.) 
Neither does Christ say they shall “ go away into 
everlasting punishment.” The original 
kolasin aionion, signify something quite different 
from the aceeptation of the English words ever- 
lasting punishment. 
tion ; or, the correction of the age. 


He will say, “ Return, ye children of men.” 


words, 


Namely, age-lasting correc- 
As the Jews are 
spoken of, under the figure of goats, and the nation 
separated, it is well known what the correction ts, 
and that it is endured in this mode of being. (See 
Rom. xi.) Mr. M. says, “I cannot conceive of any 
terms that he could have used more forcibly to ex- 
press the endless duration of the punishment, than 
what he has used.” Admit this. Does it follow that 
your conception is to be the only criterion? Are 
you qualified to decide ? Tt appears the apostles of 
Christ could conceive of terms which, in their esti- 
mation, would “more forcibly express an endless 
duration,” and therefore used them! For an exam- 
ple, take Heb. vii. 16. We inform Mr. M. that 
when he prunes (corrects) his fruit trees, to make 
them beai good fruit, he punishes them, to all in- 
tents and purposes, (the end being considered,) as 
God punishes mankind. 

We shall conclude the letter and our remarks, in 
our next Number; and agreeably to our promise, 
show a little Calvinism, for the accommodation of 
our correspondent. (Concluded in our next.) 
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From the ( Bost.) Universalist Magazine. 
REMARKS ON COL. II. 6. 
“« As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the 
: Lord, so walk ye in him.” 

How is Jesus Christ the Lord received by the true 
disciple? He is received according to the apostle’s 
words, 1 Cor. i. 30, “ Wisdom, and righteousness, 
canctification, and redemptton.” Christ, in the cha- 
racter of wisdom, unfolds the mysteries and trea- 
cures of divine truth. He teaches the true doctrine 
God, unmixed with the inventions and traditions 
of men. With Christ before his eyes, the true dis- 
ciple is enabled to determine the truth, or falsity of 
any tenet which is proposed for his solution. He 
brings it immediately into the light of divine wis- 
dom. This is Christ, the light of the world. This 
wisdom is thus described by St. James; “ But the 
wisdom that is from above, is first pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy.” First pure: [tis clear and simple, un- 
clouded with perplexing contradictions. Inconsist- 
ency can never be incorporated with the system of 
divine truth. If the proposed tenet, therefore, em- 
braces contradictions, or if it consists of parts which 
are dissonant to each other, it is at once rejected as 
false. Gentle, and easy bo be entreated: Uf the pio- 
posed tenet represents the Divine Being as unwil- 
ling to grant favours which ate needed ; or if such 
javours are supposed to be granted only on the most 
difficult terms, requiring immense sacrifices or equi- 
yalents for them, it is at once seen that all this is 
foreign from the true character of the gentle wis- 
dom of God, and is rejected as a production of that 
wisdom which is from beneath. Full of mercy: 
the proposed doctrine embrace notions, whieh re- 
present our Father in heaven as unmerciful towards 
any of his offspring, itis known not to belong to 
Christ, who is fullof mercy. dnd good fruits :— 
Any doctrine, whose natural tendency in the mind 
jeads to anger, wrath, unkindness, pride, selfishness, 
contention ; or to say to a brother, Stand by thyself, 
come not nigh me, I am holier than thou, cannot 
endure the light of that wisdom which is from 
above, which is full of good fruits. Without par- 
tiality: Any notions of the Supreme Ruler, which 
supposes him capable of being partial, of having 
his eternal purposes more favourable towards some 
of the human family, than towards others; or which 
maintains that he, of his own sovereign will, is dis- 
posed to do better by some than by others, are as 
easily detected as spurious and false, as the full 
grown tares are distinguished from the wheat. 
ind without hypocrisy: The notions of men, which 
represent the Father of mercies as using the hypo- 
erisy of making free offers of grace, mercy, anc 
peace to sinners, when he has determined, from all 
eternity, never to grant idem his favour on any con- 
ditions, or in any way possible, are at once diseard- 
ed as false, and as being as unsound as they are 
hypocritical. 

In this way, the disciple of Christ can, with the 
greatest ease and facility determine all manner of 


doctors of divinity are spending years in their deep 
and learned researches to find some possible way, 
in which they can put darkness for light and light 
for darkness, sweet for bitter and bitter for sweet, 
and to make themselves and the world believe that 
they have arranged things in due order and placed 
them all right; and while these creed-makers and 
system-framers are perplexing themselves and one 
another, with ail sorts of contradictions and inex- 
plicable mysteries, the true disciple walks safely in 
the pure lightof heavenly wisdom. He believes no 
doctrine but that which is pure, gentle, easy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocrisy. 

The true @sciple not only receives Christ Jesus 
the Lord, as his wisdom to instruct him and guide 





him as to doctrine, but he also receives him as his 
righteousness. He receives him as a perfect exam- 
pie to imitate. This righteousness does not con- 
sist in Observing certain days, as holy time; nor in 
performing a round of outward ceremonies; but in 
doing justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly 

with God. True devotion is not confined to a 

certain place or places, as to Jerusalem, or the 

mountain of Samaria, but it realizes that God is 

a spuit, and must be worshipped in spirit and 

in truth. 

Sanctification and a complete redemption are ob- 
tained by this wisdom and righteousness. And as 
the disciple receives Christ Jesus the Lord in these 
characters, so he will walk in him. 

- —f-— — 
REMARKS ON ROMANS ix. 3. 

For I could wish that myself were accursed from 
Christ, for my brethren, my kinsmen atcording to 
the flesh. 

To be dogmatical in attempting .an explanation 
of any text among the number of those called diffi- 
cult, is far from becoming any, but such as possess 
an infallibility of judgment, which your correpond- 
ent does not aspire to, nor expect. While, there- 
fore, different interpretations have been given as to 
the apostle’s meaning in the passage before cited, 
the following is humbly offered for the considera- 
tion of your readers, if it be not its most probable 
sense. 

The term accursed, here used by the apostle in 
reference to himsel{, has been more generally sup- 
posed to mean either crucifixion or excommuni- 
eation, both of which, in my view, are liable to 
strong objections. All are agreed in believing that 
Paul could not absolutely wish to be accursed ac- 
cording to the common acceptation of the word, as 
it respects the sufiering of misery in a future state, 
and being deprived the salvation which is in Christ. 
Hence they consider it as an hyperbolical expres 
sion. But there appears to mea sense in which 
the apostle could really wish himself to be accursed 
for the sake of Israel. In the margin it is rendered 
for accursed, separated. Quere, if the apostle is 
not here to be understood, as intending his separa- 
tion from Christ, in a way of carnal relation. Note, 
the apostle acknowledges the Jews as his brethren 





doctrinal questions. And while schoolmen and 


according to the flesh, and aftcrwards, enumerating 
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GOSPEL HERALD. 
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their outward and origina! privileges by which they 
were distinguished, he adds, whose are the fathers, 
and of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came. 
Now where was the propriety so much of his speak- 
ing of himself as a Jew, and Cliist as the seed of 
Abraham, in this connexion, but on the supposi- 
tion before advanced? [tis well known that the 
Jews thought all others but those of their own no- 
tion, according to the vulgar meaning, accursed, 
and so tn fact they were, but only outwardly, if we 
consider the terms, accursed and separated, synony- 
mous. See Num. xxiii. 9. Amos. ti. 2. 

The apostle, writing te a Gentile church, tells 
them, that, previous to a certain period, they we; 
without Christ, being aliens from tie commun- 
wealth of Israel, strangers to the covenants of pro- 
inise, and without God tn the world ; if it be asked, 
(thinking this does not give force enough to the apos- 
tle’s language,) what could he have lost had he been 
of Gentile extraction altogether? We have an 
answer of his to an interrogation quite to the point: 
See Rom. iii. 1. What advantage then hath the Jew ? 
Much every wav. And be it remembered that this 
is spoken in argument, proving both Jew and gen- 
tile being all under sin. None need be informed 
that the apostle might be separated from Christ, as 
has been mentioned, and yet joined to him in the 
most important sense. But after all, we know he 
only spoke thus after the manner of men. 

Lond. Univer. Theo. Mag. 
_— 
From the Reformer. 


Our readers are informed that we never insert such 


pieces as the following, without knowing the re- 
sponsibility of the writer; and in the present in- 


stance it is entitled to the fullest credit. 
ED. REFORMER. 


A gentleman of high respectabilty as a citizen, as 
well as a magistrate of distinguished eminence, in 
the state of New-Jersey, related to me, not long 
since, an occurrence relative to the missionary 
cause, which highly aerits publicity. As your peri- 
odical publication has for its object the laudable de- 
sign of exposing the arts and stratagems of priest- 
craft, in its various forms, for the purpose of unde- 
ceiving a priestridden community, I give it as near- 
ly verbatim as my memory serves me, withholding 
at the same time the names, which, however, can 
be furnished you, if required. Of the truth of the 
facts, there cannot remain a doubt. 

The Rev. Mr. was sent by the missionary so- 
ciety of Connecticut, to labor for a limited time as a 
missionary in the state of Ohio. He entered on his 
mission, and during his itinerations on the missiona- 
ry ground, a favourable opportunity presented for 
the purchase of a large tract of land, at a very redu- 
eed price. This temptation was too alluring to be 
misimproved, as the probality of a fine speculation 
would be the result. As be had some ready funds on 
hand, and more at command on his return, he ven- 
tured to hagard the purchase. Having fulfilled his 
mission, and rendered an account of his stewardship 
to the board, he declined any further appointment 
from them, and immediately prepared to secure the 





———————_— — a tenet 
. . P ‘ a, 

darling object of his speculation. This he speedily 
accomplished, and took up his residence on his a 
cent purchase. Some few years after, having already 
realized a nett profit of about tweniy thousand do] 
lats trom his purchase, le was at a certain time tray. 
elling in Oto, when he happened to fall in company 
with the gentleman from New-Jersey, then on . 
ia that state. 


da 
To him the late Rev, pis. 


onary related the circumstance of his appointment 


journey 
is a missionary, which resulted in the fortunate spec. 
u/aiion which he had made, On the inquiry bein. 
;ut to him by the magistrate, which was the men 
pleasant employment, to preach the Gospel as 2 mis. 
sionary, or to engage in land speculation? he rep)i. 
ed, J—n the preaching, so long as I can make mor 
money by speculation. 

— ian 

SALVATION OF GOOD MEN, 

The following extract from “ Price’s Sermons.” 
will show how erroneous were the conclusions eyey 
of a man who was enlightened and liberal, com. 
pared to his fellows. Is it not strange, that it jd 
not occur to Mr. P. that good men stood in no heed 
of salvation ? Sinners only are to be saved. Mr. P. 
is very candid m acknowledging his doubts end 
difficultics. 

EXTRACT. 

“There are, probably, few speculative and in- 
quiring men who do not sometimes find themselves 
ina state of dejection, which takes from them much 
of the satisfaction arising from their faith in verr 
important and interesting truths. Happy, indeed, 
is the person who enjoys a flow of spirits so even 
and constant as never to have experienced this. Of 
m) self I must say, that I have been far from being 
so happy. Doubts and difticulties have often per. 
plexed me, and thrown a cloud over truths which, 
in the general course of my life, are my support and 
consolation. There are, however, many truths, the 
conviction of which I never lose. One conviction 
in particular remains with me amidst all fluctuations 
of temper and spirits. I mean my belief of the 
maxim in my text, that he who walketh uprightly 
walketh surely. There has not been a moment in 
which I have found it possible to doubt, whether 
the wisest and best course I can take is to practise 
virtue and to avoid guilt. Low spirits only give 
new force to this conviction, and cause it to make 
a deeper impression. Uncertainty in other instances 
creates certainty here ; for the more dark and doubt- 
ful our state under God’s government is, the more 
prudent it must be to choose that course which is 
the safest. 

“] will only farther desire you to consider on this 
subject, with what serenity of mind a good man 
may proceed through life. Whatever is true 0 
false, he has the consciousness of being on the sa/é 
side; and there is, in all cases, a particular satis- 
faction attending such a consciousness. A man 
knows himself in a sefe way, goes on with compo 
sure and boldness. Thus may you go on in a course 
of well doing. You have none of those calamities 
to fear to which others are liable. If the doctrines 
of religion are true, you will be completely happy 
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chro But should they 

not prove true, you will not be worse off than 

others. [have shown, on the contrary, thai you 
will still be gainers. Your loss, in short, can be no- 

Your gain may be sxyinite.” 

> -— 

THE ONE THING NEEDFUL. 

« He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God?” Muican vi. 8. 

Man requires of his fellow man, that he shall 


———————— —— 
———— 


uch the Saviour ef mankind. 


thing. 


subscribe to dogmas and opinions, of man’s inven- 
tion: and threatens him with inexpressible wretch- 
edness in case of neglect, or a refusal to comply. 
The prominent doguras of the day, which are dig 
nified with the name of the “ doctrine of the refor- 
and the “ doctrine of the church,” and is 
contained in “ Creeds, Confessions, and Articles o! 
Faith,” is altogether foreign in its origin from the 
Scriptures, and has no connexion with the com- 
mands of God. God has shewed man what is good. 
God requires of man only that which is good, God 
has informed man, in the plainest language, of the 
whole duty, and has excluded every thing incom- 
patible with reason and benevolence. God is “ good 
and his tender 


” 
mation, 


mercies are over all his 
He therefore calls upon man to behold 
his goodness, to imitate his justice and mercy, and 
to walk humbly in the path of divine rectitude. 
Mankind are one great family. Their interest is 
An injury done to one, is done to the whole. 


to all, 


works.” 


one. 


All are brethren, and have equal claims to compas- 


sion and assistance. 
also requires it. 


Justice requires this. Mercy 
It is impossible to walk with God, 
who “is good to all,” by being good only toa part. 
How contemptibly wicked and abominable do the 
opinions of those appear, who represent God as par- 
tial, good to a few, and unmerciful to a majority 

Reader, God “hath shewed thee 
God requires of thee nothing but 
Do justly. Regard all as objects of Di- 
vine favour, and be “kind, even to the unthankful 
and the evil.” Love merey. Let no consideration 


of his creatures. 
what is good.” 
goodness. 


prevail with you to turn a deaf ear to the children of 


men, but imitate the great Father of mankind, and 
forgive your greatest enemy. Then you will walk 
with God, and exhibit that humility which becomes 
those who have themselves offended. 

How impressive is the interrogation of the wise 

an! “How can two walk together except they 
beagreed?” How can you walk humbly with God, 
who is “good to all,” if you are only good toa 
part? How can you walk with God, whose “ tender 
mercies are over all his works,” if your tender mer- 
cies are restricted to a few? : If you are a Calvinist, 
or a Hopkinsian, or of any of the sects and parties 
who limit the mercy of God, consider your ways, 
and give heed to the divine exhortation, to “walk 
humbly with thy God.” Remember his justice, 
merey, and truth, and like him, do justiy, and love 
mercy, however unworthy they may be with whom 
you have todo, This is good. A contrary course 
‘s evil, and will bring a sure reward. 
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PROPOSALS 

For printing by Subscription, a valuable Work, 
entitled “4 Dictionary of the New Testament :” 
Containing—An Explanation of more than eleven 
aundred words, and illustrating the most important 
subjects in that Book; by comparing and bringing 
together the different texts upon the same subject, 
0 that the reader may find on the same page, what 
the New Testament writers have said upon the 
different parts of the doctrine of Curist. 

The whole designed for the general use of all 
sho Jove the Scriptures, without partiality to any 
sect or denomination. 

N. B. This work to contcin a short history of the 
Twelve ipostles of the Lamb. By 


ELIAS SMITH. 
CONDITIONS. 
1. To be printed on good paper, and fair type—- 
containing about 500 pages, duodecimo. 
2. To be afforded to Subscribers, at one dollar 
twenty-five cents, neatly bound and lettered. 


3. Those who are accountable for eight copies, to 
receive one free. 


4. To be put to press, as soon as five hundred sub- 
scribers are obtained. 

5. Each book to contain an Engraving, or like- 
ness of the Author. 

6. Books to be sent to subscribers, (at their ex- 
pense) and the money paid, when the work is deliv- 
ered. 

(> Subscriptions to be returned to the Author, 
in Boston, (Mass.) as soon as it is ascertained what 
nuinber of Subscribers can be obtained. 

Boston, March, 1824. 

(4 Editors of papers who will give the above an 
insertion, and forward the paper that contains it to 
the Author, shall reccive one copy when the work is 
published. 


94945 8 


Ve invite the serious attention of our Subscri- 
te to the Prospectus of the Fifth Volume of the 
Gosret Heraxp, on the last page of this Num- 
ber. Let all those who are disposed to favour the 
dissemination of Truth, and the refutation of error, 
and to patronize this paper for the attainment of 
this desirable object, reflect, that it is a matter of 
small concern with them, as individuals, whether 
they forward the amount of the subscription at the 
commencement of the Volume, or retain it during 
the vear. Itis only one dollar! But it is a very 
important concern with the Editor, whether he is 
enabled to meet the demands, which will come, 
whether the Subscribers pay or not. The payment 
of one dollar, 1n apvancek, will be considered as 
infallible evidence that the party is a Subscriber. 

—~>— 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
supsject—-Exrodus xx. 9—11. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Estab- 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Turspay Evea- 
ing next, at seven o’clock. 

—j— 


{> fu our remarks ona Calvinist’s letter to his Nephew, 
we overlooked an interlineation, which coneludes the extract 
im the present Number, and considered the writer to refer 
exclusively to Matt. xxv. 46, instead of Mark ix. 44. This 
will be noticed in our next, 





PROSPBOCLUS 
OF THE FIFTH VOLUME OF 


€yce Gospel Irraiy, 


I: is deemed supe: fluous again to repeat the often 
avowed principles on which this Paper will be con- 
ducted. A reterence to our former Prospectus will 
communicate all the necessary information on this 
head ; while a recurrence to the past, will be the 
best guaranty for the imPaRTIALITY of our future 
jwoceedings. Our object is the investigation of 
Giosren Trutru. The testimony of GOD, by 
* all His holy prophets,’’-—the asseverations of His 
Son, “ whom he hath appointed heir of all things,” 
and the corroborating witness of His apostles, are 
our evidences of the truth of what we admit, and 
what we assert. In our endeavours to obtain the 
object mentioned, to move as an instrument in the 
hand of God, the common Father, the countenance 
and concurrence of the Friends of Truth are solicit- 
ed, to aid in demolishing the dagon of popular er- 
ror, dissipating the delusions of interested partisans, 
and erecting the Fabrick of Universal Charity on 
the ruins of infuriate zeal, and pampered ignorance. 
To that portion of the community, from whose faces 
the vail has been removed to discover the turpi- 
tude of the modern Missionary mania, the Pharisa- 
isin of its titled and fattened advocates, who gorge 
upon the spoils of sanctified extortion, we look for 
co-operation and support. We strengthen our ap- 
peal, by the declaration, that the columns of this 
Paper shall be open to the WoRLD, and friends and 
foes be admitted to a participation of all the advan- 
tages which can result from a free expression of their 
sentiments, and defence of their views. 

Preparatory to stating the Conpitioys of the 
Fifth volume of the Gospri HEeRacp, it is proper 
to communicate the premises on which they are 
tounded. 

Experience, the guide to knowledge, has sanc- 
tions which prudence and human foresight must 
bow to. In all undertakings, whatever may tend to 
subvert the accomplishment of the purpose of the 
undertaker, must be cautiously guarded against, or 
partial defeat will be the result. The Patrons of this 
Paper, of necessity, are its only co-adjutors for its 
pecuniary support. Patrons indeed, and not pa- 
trons in word, will ensure the prosperity of the 
work, and enable its conductor to fulfil his engage- 
ments, and meet the reasonable expectations of all 
concerned for its continuance. Feur years’ expe- 
rience has taught, that there are those who will 





practise imposition, and that some who profess t, 
be “ hot,” are scarcely “ lukewarm” in the cause 
all men. 
towns, and when forwarded in sufficient quantity 
On other 
occasions, ordered, and the order afterwards denied 
Our only mode of coercing payment, has been t 
leave subscribers to fol!ow the bent of their own in. 
clinaltion. When the 
property of the editor, during the publishing of the 
Fivst and Second volumes, it was tendered grat. 
itously, at the conclusion of them, to all Subscribers 
who considered themselves unable to pay. Ii this 
is not sufficient to exculpate us from the charge of 
an overweening attachment to the mamunon of this 
world, we have nothing more cogent to offer. We 
have made sacrifices which candour and reason can- 
not ask to be repeated, and the repetition of which, 
would jeopardize the existence of the establishment 
itself. No reason can be given, why an individual 
should, with individual means, sustain the burden 
which belongs to hundreds, and which divided and 
mutually borne, is no burden at all. The labour, 
expense, and variety of hindrance and exertion, in- 
dispensable to the conducting a Paper of this de- 
scription, is far greater than those unacquainted 
will imagine. Ordinarily, every humane and Chris. 
tian feeling should incline all to help each other, 
and facilitate the accomplishment of every thing 
that is conducive to human happiness. In the 
present case, there are peculiar claims. The object 
in view is of universal interest. Individual exer- 
tion is insufficient for the task. It is the duty, and 
should be the pleasure, of those professedly inter- 
ested, to afford their mite of aid, and ensure the at 
tainment of an end they acknowledge to be in 
valuable. 

In accordance with the above stated premises 
and facts, the editor of this Paper feels himselt 
honestly and honourably authorized, as well as im- 
periously urged, to call upon all sincere and liberal 
inen, who are disposed to assist, to countenante the 
dissemination of Truth, and the refutation of Er- 
ror, to aid, at this time, by complying with the foi- 
lowing Conditions. A compliance with this re- 
quest, will enable us to know our Patrons, and et- 
tectually guard us against the impositions of illiberal 


Our papers have been ordered for distant 


destroy a voluine, refused to be taken. 


Paper was the exclusive 


men. 


CONDITIONS. 


This work will be of the present (Super Royal 
Octavo) size ; each Number containing eight pages, 
of two coluinns each; on fine paper. 

This Paper will be printed on a Bourgeois type, 
of which this is a sample, and make a Super-Royal 
Octavo volume of 212 pages annually, including an 
Index to the contents, which will be delivered to 
Subscribers at the close of the year, to complete the 
volume. 

. 





The Fifth volume will commence in May, at the 
expiration of the present volume, and be published 
every other Saturday, devoted to theological discus- 
sion and inquiry, without regard to naime, sect, oF 
party. 

The Subscription will be ONE DOLLAR pe 
year, payable in (77 ADVANCE! 


New- York, “Ipril 17, 1824. 





